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SECTION I. 


Of the Creations 
Queſt, AS the world eternal, or r bad it 4 


beginning. 

Anſw. The world neither was, nor is . 
for in the beginning of time, God crrated the 
heavens and the earth, Gen. i. 1. 

Q. Out of what, and by what did God make 
the world and all things therein ? 

A. God made the world and all things there- 
in out of nothing, (having no matter to work. 
upon) by the word of his power. 

Q. In what ſpace of time, and after what man- 
ner was rhe world created and made? 

A. In the ſpace of ſix days, and in an orderly 
and perfect manner, every thing being very 
good, Gen. i. laſt, 

Q. For what end and defign was the world 
created ly God ? 

A. In Sobel for his own pleaſure all things 
are and were created. lu particular, for the 

e mani- 
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manifeſtation of his power, wiſdom, and good- 
_ and for the exaltation of his honour and 
glory, 

Q. How came we to underſtand and know the 
away and manner of the. worlds creation; 

A. By faith we underſtand that the worlds 

were framed by the word of God, Heb. xi. 3. 

Q. Mat is God? | 

A. Gcd is an infinite, inviſible, and immort- 
al ſpirit, «fentially neceſſary, and one who 
could not and cannot but be. | 

Q How many forts of ſpirits are there, and of 
which ſert is God? 

A. There are two forts of ſpirits, (1.) crea 
ted and finite, as. angels and the ſouls of men 
are, (2.) Uncreated and infinite, and ſuch a 
ſpirit God only is. g The! 

Q. What mean you by God's being an infinits 

ſpirit ? 

A. That all the perfections of his nature, 
particularly his, wiſdom, power, holinels, good» 
neſs, do exceed all meaſures, bounds, and li- 
mits, and cannot be comprehendcd by the un- 
derſtandings of his creatures. 

Q. I/hy call you bim inviſible 

A. Becauſe he is not to be ſeen by any rye, 
eye, and conſequently, not to be conceived of, 
under any bodily ſhape, 

Q. How is he immortal? 

A. God's immortality is natural and neceſ- 
ſary flom his own nature and being. He nct- 
ther had beginning nor end, The angels and 
fouls ot men are immortal by the gift of ſod 

only 
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only. They had a beginning, but it is his plea- 
Are they ſhall never have an end, 
Q. How many G'as are there ? 
A. There is none other God but one, namely, 
a living and true God. 

How doth it appear that there is and can 
be but one God ? 

A. The ſcriptures reveals no more, Deut. vi. 
4. The Lord thy God is one Lord; And rea- 
fon will allow no more, becauſe there can be 
but one firſt and chief cauſe, one ſupream and 
moſt excellent being. 

Q Why cali you him the true God? 

A. To diſtinguiſh him from all ticular gods; 
as —_ ſtrates and others, and from all idols 
and falſe gods. 

Q. Why call you him the living God? 

A. Becauſe all life natural, ſpiritual, and e- 
ternal is in him, and only from-him, 

Q. How doth it appear that there are thre: 
perſons in the Godhead, and only three ? 

A. It appears theſe three ways. (1.) From 
the b-p.iſmal inſtitution, Mat, xxvii. 19. Bap- 
tize all nations in the name of the Father, of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. (2.) From the 
apoſlolical benediction. 2 Cor. xiii. 14. The 
grace of our Lord Jeius Chriſt, and the love of 
God, and the communion of the Holy Ghoſt 
be with you. (3.} From plain and poituve lcrip-- 
ture aſſertions, 1 John v. 7, There arc chree 
that bare record in heaven, the Father, the 
word, and the Holy Ghoſt. 

bat are the diſtin operations which the 


ſeripture attributes to theſe ſeveral perſons ? 


A3 A. IE 


6 de Fal. 
A. It aſeribes generally the works of erea- 
tion to the father; it attributes particularly the 


work of redemption te the Son, and the work. 
of ſancti fication to the Holy Ghoſt. 


r 


Of the Fall 


Q. OW many ſerts or ranks of creatures 
did God make for the glorifying of him 
upon earth, and the enjoyment of bim in heaven # 
A. Two ſoris, namely, angels and men. 
Q. What are the angels? 
A. Finite and immortal fpirns, created by, 
and made after the image of the glorious God. 
Q Did the angels continue in that holy and bap- 
LY eſtale in which they were created? 
A. All of the angels did nct fin, but many 
of them did, and their fins is ſuppolſcd to be 
ricle, 
F Did Gd provide any remedy for the fallen 
angels 1ecevery f | 
A, No, but they are all reſeryed in everlaſt- 
| we 


ing 


finful creature? 


H biaden fruit ? 
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ing chains under darkneſs to the Judgment of 
the great day. Jude vi. 

Q. fdam being the firſt man that God created 
and made, of what parts did Adam conſiſt ? 
A. Of two parts, namely, a foul and body. 4 

Q What was his body made f? 7 
A. The duſt of the ground. = 
Q. Was his foul ſo —4 ? -- 
A. No, God breathed into his noftrils the 
breath of life, and man became a living ſoul, 
Q. Did God make Adam an holy creature or 4 


A. An holy creature after his own image. 

Q. Wherein did the image of Gd cor ſiſt? 

A. In righteouſneſs and holineſs, and.a ſove- 
reign dominion over all the creatures. 

Q How can man then be @ finful creature? 

A. Tho' he was made upright, yet was his 
will mutable, and by abuſing his liberty he fell 
from that holy eſtate in which he was created 
by eating the forbidden fruit. 

Q. Who tempied bim to eat of. the forbidden 

frut? 

A. The woman, w oſe name was Eve, whom 
God made of one of Adam's ribs to be an help» 
meet for him, and not a tempter of him. 

Qbo tempted ber? | 

A. The ſcrpent, that is, the devil, in, and by 
the ſerpent, 


Q. Did Adam only bur. bimſelf by eating the. 


A. No, verily, he ruin'd not himſelf only, 
but all his peſteiuy alſo, he being the root - 
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all mankind ; they finned in him, and fell with: 
him in his firſt tranſgreſſion. 

QA MWherein conſiſis the fin and miſery of that- 
eſtate into which Adam and his poſterity fell? 


A. In the dreadful effects of that fatal fall; 


- for our underſtandings are thereby darkned, 


our wills perverted, our affections miſplaced, 


and all the faculties of our fouls inclined 
to that which is evil, and averſe to all that is 
good. | 


Q. What was the puniſhment due td. Adam and 


bis poſterity for that fin ? 


A. Death, according to the threatning of 


God, in the day thou eateſt, thou ſhalt die. 

Q. What death was intended in that threatn- 
ing! Va 

5 Temporal, ſpiritual, and eternal, or the 
deach of the body by the loſs of life, the death 
of the ſoul by the loſs of God's image, and the 
death of body and ſoul for ever, by the loſs of 
God. 

Q. A bat lefſons of inſtruction may you gather 
from the fall ? 

A, Very many, and thoſe very uſeful. (r.) I 
learn of what a malignant nature ſm is, inaſ- 
much as one ſin defiled and deſtroyed the whole 
world. (2.} The wonderful wiſdom of God, in 
fending Chriſt in our nature to take away the 
fin of the world, ( 3.) The neceflity of our in- 
tereſt in Chriſt and union with him, that as 
we have received of the firit Adam corruption, 
for corruption, we may alſo receive of the ſe- 
cond Adam, grace for grace, 

Q: What 
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Q. What inferences may be drawn ye our 
frſ parents fall ? 

A. Such as theſe, namely, (1.) That the ho- 
tieſt and beſt of creatures left to themſelves, 
connot be long ſafe; witneſs the angels in 
heaven, and Adam in paradiſe. (2.) That fince 
man before the fall could not be his own keeper 
much leis ſince the fall can he be tis own 
ſaviour, (3.) We learn, how endearing our 
obligations are to the bleſſed Jeſus who re- 


covered and ſaved us, when the fall left us 
hopeleſs und helpleſs. 


SECTIQN HI. 


Of Man's. recovery: by Chriſt, 
Q D not Ged provide a remedy for fallen 


man's recovery? 
A. Yes, he ſent his own Son to die for him; 


who took not upon: him the nature of angels, 
but the ſced of Abraham. 


Q For whom of mankind didChrif die? 
A. Hz gave himlelf a ranfom for all, he taſt- 


ed 3 for every man, and his death was a 
propitiation for the fins of the whole world ; 
tho" only ſuch as believe and ebey the goſpel, 


hall 
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nll Ding partake of the benefits of his 
death, 2 

Q: Who tvas God's own Son that thus died ? 

A. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; who being God 
from eternity, became man in the fulnels of 
time. 

Q. How many natures had Chriſt? 

A. Two natvres, a divine nature as God, and 
an human nature as man, 

Q: Do thefe two natures make two perſons ? 

A, No, the humane nature was united to the 
ſecond perſon in the God-head, and continues 
to abide in union with it, and that for ever. 

Q. In which-of theſe natures did Chriſt ſuffer ? 

A. In his humane nature as man. 

Q. 1n which nature did be ſatisfie, or give ſa- 
tisfaction to the juſtice of God for our ſins ? 


A. In his divine nature, as he was God equal. 


with the Father. 
Q. Hew do.you prove Chrift to be God? 


A. By a threefold argument, (1,) Becauſe: 
the attributes of God are given to him, he is- 
ſaid to be eternal and all-knowing.. St. John: 
xxi. 17. Lord thou knoweſt all things. (2.) 
Becauſe the works of God were wrought by 
him, he cleanſed the lepers, raiſed the dead, 
yea, he made the world. John I. 3. All things 


were made by him, &c. (3.) Becauſe divine 
honours is given to him by the commandinent 


of God. Heb. 1. 6. Let all the angels of God 


worſhip him. 
Qu prove you Chriſt io be a man? 
A. Becauſe he had a true body, and a rea» 
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Of Man's recovery by Chriſt. 11 
ſonable ſoul, and was in all things made like 
unto us, fin only excepted, 

Q. Why would Chriſt be born ? 

A. That he might die for our ſalvation, 

Q. Who was be born of ? 

A. Of the Virgin Marys» 

Q. Was be born in fin as you were? 

A. No, he was neither born in fin, nor lived 
in any ſin; for then he could not have ſatisfied 


. J 475 of God for ſin. 


. How came be to be born without fin ? 

A. By being conceived of the Holy Ghoſt, 

-Q. What doth the name Jeſus fignifie. 

A. A Saviour, becauſe he was to ſave his peo- 
ple from their ſins, 

Q. What doth the name Cbriſ fignifie ? 

A. Appointed, which denotes his threefold 
office, namely, of a propher, prieſt, and king. 

Q. Why did Cbriſt execute all theſe offices * 

A. Becauſe they are all neceſſary for our ſal- 
vation, and we have the benefit of them all. 

Q. V bat benefit ? b 


A. All the promiſes flow from theſe offices, 


as ſtreams from their fountain; for inſtance, the 


promiſes of fllumination and direction flow 
from Chriſt's prophetical office, the p-omilſes of 
pardon and peace flow from his prieſtly office 
and the promiſes of protection and defence 
from his kingly office. | 
Q. Can no man receive Cbriſt in one office, and 
refuſe him in.another ? 
A. No, but whoever will have the benefit of 
one muſt receive him in all. Acts v, 31. He 
is a Saviour to none to whom he is not a 3 
an 
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and it it in vain to expect ſalvation by him, if 
we do not yield ſubjection to him. 
Q. What death did Chriſt undergo for uns- 
A. The death of the croſs, which was a 
ſhamful, a painful, and an accurſed death. 
Q. What became of Chriſt after his death ? 
A, He was buried and continued among the 
dead until the third day, in which he aroſe a- 
ain from the dead. 7 
Q. Why did Chriſt ariſe at all! 
A. To declare the ſufficiency of his ſatisfac- 
tion, and the certainty of our reſurre&ion, 
Q: Why did he riſe no ſooner, and why would 
be lie no longer than the third day? | 
A. He did ariſe no ſooner, leſt the truth of 
his death ſhould have been queſtioned, that he 
did not die at all, and he would lie no longer, 
leſt the faith of his diſciples ſhould have fail'd. 
Q. What became of Chriſt after his reſurrec- 
tion? | 
A. After forty days ſtay upon earth he aſcend- 
ed up into heaven. | 
Q. Wherefore did Chriſt aſcend into heaven? 
A. To open heaven to us, and to make in- 
terceſſion with the father for us. | 
Q. bat doth his aſcenſun teach us 
A. The duty of heavenly mindednels, that 
we ſhould in heart and mind aſcend after him. 
„ bat honour has Chrift now in heaven? 
. A. The honour of ſitting at God's right 
and. 
Q. What mean you by filling at God's right 
band ? | | 
A. That Chriſt is advanced unto rr 
an 
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and power, whereby he ruleth all things, both 
in heaven and in earth. | 

Q. Will not Chriſt come again from heaven? 

A. Yes, he will come again at the end of 
the world to judge the quick and the dead. 

Q. Whom mean you by the quick and the dead ? 

A, Thoſe that are alive at his coming, and 
thoſe that are in their graves, 

QI is certain there ſhall be a day of judgs 
ment? 

A. Yes, the ſcripture aſlures it, and the con- 
ſciences of men expect and dread it. 

Q. What are the properties of that judgment! 
A. It will be awful and ſolemn, exact and 
critical, impartial, and univerſal, 

Q I|hat will follow upon this judgment? 

A. Thoſe that have done good {hall gg into 
everlaſting life, and thoſe that have done evil 
luto everlaſting fire, 

Q. Who is the third perſon in the trinity, 
whom yon profeſs to believe in? 

A. The Holy Ghoſt, 

Q. Why is be ſo called? 

A. Becauſe he is eſſentially holy in himſelf, 
and effic.ently holy, or the author of all true 
holineſs in us alſo, it being he that ſanctifics 
me, and all the ele& people of God. 

Q. What it it to believe in the Holy Ghoſt ? 

A. Not only to believe that he 1s ivtinitely 
holy in kimſelf, but alſo to rely upon him for 
ſanctification, and further meaſures of holineſs 
in us alſo, | 

Q bat mean you by the holy Catholic church? 
B A. Alt. 
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J. All the people of God whereſoever diſperſed, 

2. Why is the church called Catholic or. Uni- 
verſal? 

A. Becauſe it has been in all ages and places, 
and conſiſts of all forts of perſons. 

Q. M hy is the Catholic church called holy ? 

A, Both in regard cf her vocation and cal- 
ling; as alſo in regard of the offices performed 

holily by her. 

Q. What mean you by the communion of ſaints ? 

A. That communion or fellowſhip which all 
the faithful have with God the Father, Son, and 
Holy ſpirir, and one with another, 

QA bat intend ycu by the foregiveneſs of fins ? 

A. That for Chriſt's ſake my ſins ſhall be 
forgiven me, if they be forſaken by me. 

Q: Heu do you believe the ręſurrection of the 
body ? 

4. I firmly believe that God will raiſe again 
all dead bodies, and the ſame bodies of them 
that die. 

Q. What difference will there be betwixt the 
reſurreclion of the righteous and the wicked? 

A. The wicked ſhall be raiſed by the power 
of Chriſt as their judge, but the righteous by 
virtue of their union with Chriſt, as their head. 

Q What mean you when you profeſs to believe 
the life everlaſting ? 

A, That there are two different lates of re- 
wards and puniſhments in another world, in 
which the wicked ſhall be for ever miterable, 
and the righteous for ever happy. 

» Thus you have given me an account of the 


articles of your belief, now let me hear you ſay the 
Lord's prayer, S 
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A. Our Father, Se. | 


Q. How many paris are there of the Lord's 
prayer ? | 

A. Three parts, namely, the preface, the ſix 
petitions, the doxology and concluſion. 

Q. H hich is the preface? 

A. Our Father which art in heaven, 

Q What do!h the word Father import? 

A. That God to whom we pray, is of eaſie 
acceſs #nto, and willing to grant what we pray 
for, and that we ought to call upon him with 
reverential fear, and holy confidence. 

Q. Il hy do we call him our Father ? 

. To ſignific,, and put vs in mind of our 
duty, that we are not only to pray by, and for 
our ſelves, but alſo» with and for others, 

Q. Why pray we to God, as being in heaven ® 

A. To dencre his ſovereignty, dominion o- 
ver us, and that valt diſtance and diſpropariion. 
berwixt him and us, | 

Q. What do we pray for in the firſt petition ? 

A. In the firlt petition, whicn is | hallowed. 
be thy name] we pray that God, and all that 
more peculiarly relates to him, may by us, and 
by all men be honoured and-reverenced. 

Q. My ought our hearts to be ſo intent'y at 
upon th. hailowing or ſauctiſying of God's name? 

A. Becauſe this was the general end of God 
in our creation, and the particular deſign of 
God in our effectual vocation. . | 

Q What do we pray for in the ſecond pelition? 

A. la the ſecond petition, which is | thy kings - 
dom come] we pray that God would dethrone lin 
and ſatan, and deſtroy their kingdom, that he 

. B.2 would 
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would enlarge the kingdom of grace, and haſ- 
ten the kingdom of glory, | 

O. What do you pray fer in the third petition ? 

A. In the third petition, which ts, [thy will 
be dene in earth as it is in heaven] We pray that 
the commanding will of God may be perform- 
ed by us, and all men here on earth, as univerl- 
ally, as charfully, as ſpeedily, as conſtantly, as 
the glorious angels, and the gloriftcd ſaimts o- 
bey it in heaven, 

Q. bat pray you for in the fourth petition ? 
A. In the feurth petition, which is, {Give vs 
this day our daily bread.) We pray that God 
would give us all things needfulfor this preſent 
life, a competent portion of them, a covenant» 
right unto them, with a ſanctified uſe and im- 
provemeut of them. 

Q. What do you pray for in the fifth peticion ? 

A, In the fifth petition, which is, [ Forgive us 
our treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs a- 
gainſt ns. } We pray that God would pardon all 
our ſins flecly, fully, everlaſtingly, and enable 
us to forgive others, as ever we expect forgive- 
neſs with him. « 

Q. What is meant by [our] treſpaſſes, is it only 
fuch fins as we have adtually committed ? 

A. No, but (1.) Adam's original fin is here- 
by included, v. hich is ours, both by imputation, 
inheſion, and imitation : (2.) Other men's fins 
which we have made cuts, by exciting to them, 
by not hiadring cf them, by not mourning for 
them, 

Q. bat are we lo intend and mean, when we 


prey that God wauld forgive as we forgive? : 
A. It 
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A. It does not denote either meritoriouſneſs, 
or equality, as it is by forgiving others, we 
could merit foregiveneſſes at the hands of God, 
or as if we could equal him in the manner of 
forgiving ; but it denotes the qualification of 
the perſon whom God will forgive; as alſo 
the condition which God only will forgive up- 
pon. St. Matth. vi. 14. If ye forgive not 
men their treſpaſles, neither will your heavenly 
Farher forgive you.“ 

Q. What do revengeful perſons then do when : 
hey ſay the Lord's prayer? 

A. They pray for their own damnation. 

Q. What do we pray. for in the fixth petition ? 

A. In the ſixth petition, . which is, Land lead 
us not into templation, but delie ver us from evil. 
We pray that God would preſerve us from 
temptation, ſuccour us with his grace under 
temptation, and enable us to overcome When 
we are tempted. 

Q. bat is that evil which here Do pray lo be 


delivered from? 


A. Principally the evil of fin, which is the e- 
3 evils, and that which makes the devil 
evi 

Mat is meant by deli verace from evil? 

A. It imports a powerful aſſiſtance of God's 
grace to preſerve us from the evil of (in, and 
the prevalency of temptation, 

Q. What doth the concluſion of the Lord's Pray - 
er teach us: 

A. The conclufian of the Lord's prayer, 
which is, [Vir thine is the kingdem, the power and / 
the glory, for (er, Amen.] Teaches us, as it is 

B 3 ar gur 
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argumentative, that it is both lawful and need- 
ful to back our petitions unto God, with -reaf- 
ons and arguments laid before him. 

Q. bat need of vfing arguments with God in 


prayer, when he is more ready to bear then we ta 
pray ? | 


audience, but to quicken our ſelves to fervency, 

Q. How many arguments are here uſed ? 

A. Four. 

Q. Which is the firſt argument? 

A. For thine is the kingdom, intimating 
that God has a kingdom in the world, and that 
what we pray for, is for the advancement of his 
kingdom. 

Q. Which is the ſecond argument ? 

A. Thine is the power. Iatimating, that the 
power of God is an argument with himſelf to 
grant, and an encouragement to us to hope for 
the obtaining of the mercies which we want 
and crave, | 

Q. Which is the third argument ? 

A. Thine is the glory. Implying, that if 
what we pray for, before the glory of God, it 
may encourage us to hope for audience, and 
acceptance with Ged. n 

Q. Which is the feurth argument * LN 

A, It is couch'd and contained in the word, 
for ever and ever, Which denote the eternity 
of God; it is a mighty encouragement in 
prayer, to conſider, that the God whom we 
pray unto is an eternal God; for we may hope to 
receive what others have formerly received. 
God's <ternity being the ſame, if we * the 

| me 
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fame. He is the ſame, yeſterday, to day, and 
for ever. 

Q. bat is the importance of the laſt word in 
the Lord's prayer, Amen? 

A. & does import, or ſignifie three things, 
namely, (t.) An hearty affent to the ſeveral 
petitions put up to God in prayer. (2.) An 
ardent deſire to be heard and anſwered in what 
we pray for. (3.) An humble confidence, and 
firm aſſurance that we ſhall be heard and an- 
ſwered after we have prayed, therefore we ſay, 
Amen, So be it. 
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Q HRIST having done ſo much for your ſal- 


vation, as y,u have now declared, Jurely 


there is nothing left for you t de? 


<7. God turbid that 1 ſhould think ſo, G7 the 
ſcriptures teil me, I muſt be born again, repent 
and be converted, believe and obey the golpel 
or I can never ſee the kingdom of God,“ St 
John lii. 3. b 45 
I ben may you be ſaid to be regenerate ? , 
Q Y you, be., g n 
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A. When together with a new name conferr'd' 


in baptiſm upon me; there is a new nature by 
the fanQtifying ſpirit of God ' wrought in me, 
enabling me to bring forth the fruits ef ſobriety, 
righteouſneſs, and. godlineſs in my daily con- 
verſation. 


Q. What occaſion is there for ſuch a renovating 


change to be wrought in you ? | R 

A. Very much, namely, to reſtore my de- 
praved nature to its primitive integrity. Ac- 
cordingly, I need the ſpirit of God's aſſiſtance, 
in concurrence with my own endeavours to en- 
lighten my dark underſtanding to conquer the 
rebellion of my will, to rectifie the diſorders of 


of my affections, to ſubdue the violence of my 


unruly paſſions and appetite, and to reduce thoſe 
rebellious powers under the government and 
dominion of reaſon and religion. 


Q: Why is ſuch a regenerating chargs abſolutley. 


neceſſary * | | i 
A. In order to our being made partakers of 


the benefits of the covenant of grace, as alſo to 


qualifie us for, and entitle us to the kingdom 


of glory; ** for except a man be born again, 


he cannot ſee the kingdom of God,“ John iii. 3. 

. What is that repentance which the þ 5 
ſeripture makes the condition of your pardou ? 

A. True repentance is an ingenious ſorrow 


for ſin paſt; an unfeigned hatred of fin preſent, 
and a univerſal forſaking of it for time to 


come. | 
Q. ls the fight of fin ſufficient to repentance ©. 


A. Not alone, but there mult be an appre-- 


henſion of mercy and forgiveneſs with 8 
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and this mercy muſt be diſcerned in and thro 
J-ſus Chriſt, Zach, xii. 10.“ They ſhall look 
upon me whom they have pierced and mourn.” 

Q Hs turning from frm ſuffictent to denominate 
a perſon truly penitent - 

A. No, there mutt be alſo a returning unta 
God. Pl. cxix. 59. „ conſidered my ways, 
and turned my feet unto thy teſtimonies, 

Q. / hat think you of the antinomian doctriues, 
whico ſay that fins are forgiven frem eternily ; 


that Ged fees no fin in believers, is never angry 


with, nor puniſhes them for their ſins, neither need 
they at any time to pray for pardon, but only fur 
the ſenſe and aſſurance of pardon! 

A, Verily, tuch dectrines are deſtructive of 
a good life, they tend greatly to licentiouſneſs 
and are Contrary to the deſign and end of chrif- 
tianity, | 

Q. May you not warrantably hope that ſin is 
forgiven you, tho" it flill cleaves to you ? 

A. Yes, no doubt; for I muſt not conclude 
that 1 have not forſake ſin, becaule ſin has not 

et forſaken me. 


Q: When ſhall a ſaint get rid af this body af 
? — 


A. When he has put cf this body of fleſh, 
when he has done breathing, he has then done 
ſianing, but not till then, 

Q. What muſt be be doing in the mean time ? 

A. He mult watch againſt fin, ſtrive againſt 
1, pray againſt it, mortifie and ſubdue, and long 
for that joyful hour, when not only the power 
but the preſence of ſin ſhall be deſtroyed, and the 

chriltian 
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chriſtian rendered perfectiy like unto God, as 
well in purity as in immortality. 

Q. What 15that faith which the goſpel requires 
as the condition of cur ſalvation © 

A. ls it ſuch a practical aſſent to the Doctrine 
of the goſpel, and ſuch a fiducial reliance on 
Chriſt crucified, as is productive of an humble, 
uniform, and ſincere obedience. 

Q. Faith alone then is not ſuffictent to ſalvation? 

A. That faith which is alone, and not ac- 
companied with good works, is dead: It muſt 
be an active operative faith, that juſtifizs and 
ſaves, even ſuch a faith as is the parent and 
principle of obedience. 

. Will not then a confident reliance upon the 
death and merits F Chriſt paſs for juſtifying 
faith ? 

A. By no means, for we muſt ſubmit our 
felves to his ruling power, as well as commit our 
ſelves to his ſaving mercy ; it being in vain to 
expect ſalvation by Chriit, if we do not yield 
ſubjeQion to him, 

Q. Will not multitudes then be found unbelievers 


at the great day, who now do nothing ſuſpect them- 


ſelves ? 

A. Yes, undoubtedly, for men are very willing 
that Chriſt ſhould ſave them from the guilt and 
puniſhment of their fins, after they have had the 
pleaſure and ſatisfactſon to commit them But 
thoſe whom Chriſt ſaves are delivered, not only 
fiom the danger, but from the dominion of their 
fins. St. Mat. 1. 21. 

Q. Wherein conſiſis the nature > that holinejs 
and new obedience, which the goſpel requires as 


the fruit of faith ? A. In 
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A. In the conformity of vur hearts and natures 
to the holineſs of God's nature, aud in the 
conformity of our lives to the righteouſneſs of 
his laws, 


Q. What are the neceſſary qualifications of ſuch 
an obedience ? 


A,. It mult be fincere and hearty, pleaſing and 
delightful, uniform and univerſal, conſtant and 
perſevering, engaging us to have reſpe& to all 
God's commandments, and this from the noble 
principle, and conſtraining power of divine love. 

Q. Can our obedience in this life be finleſs, and 
abſolutely perfect. 

A. No, the obedience of the beſt chriſtians in 
this life, when at the beſt is bur imperfect; at- 
tended with much weakneſs, and accompained 
with manifold imperfections; which yet upon 
our humble acknowledgment, almighty God for 
Chriſt's ſake, will graciouſly pardon, mercitully 
accept, yea, bountifully reward, 


, 
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CW" AT is the duty that God requires of 


man? 
4, Obedience 
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A, Obedience to his revealed will, declared 
in the moral law. 

Q. What is the moral law ? 

A, A declaration of the will of God to man- 
kind; direQting and obliging every one to per- 
fect perſonal and perpetual obedience thereunto, 
both in heart and life, 


Q. Is any man able perfectly to anſwer the de. 
mands of that law? 


A, None ever could keep the law of God 
perfe&ly but the firſt Adam ; none ever could, 
and did keep it perfectly but the ſecond Adam, 
Chriſt Jeſus. 

Q. Of what uſe then is the moral law to man 
fince the fall ? 7 

A. Much every way, namely, to inform all 
men of the holy nature of God, toacquiint them 
with their duty to him; and to make them 
ſenſible oftheir obligation to Jeſus Chrift, for his 
fulfilling of it in their ſtead, and as a teſtimony 
of our thankfullneſs for the fame, to cblidge 
ourſelves to a ſtrict obſcrvance of it, as the rule 
of our obedience. 

Q. A herein is the moral law ſummarily com- 
prebended ? 

A, In the ten commandments, 

Q. What do the ten commandments teach you? 

A. My duty towards God, and my duty to- 
wards my neighbour. My duty towards God 
being comprehended in the four firſt command- 
ments, and my duty towards my neighbour, 
contained in the fix laſt commandments. 

Q. Which is the firſt commandment * 

A, Thou ſhalt bave no other, &c. 


Q. N hat 
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Q. What duties are required of you in this com · 
wiandment ? " 

4. To knew God, and believe in him, to 
love and fear him, ro ſerve and obey him; to 
praiſe him daily, and pray unto him, to ſubmit 
my will in all things to his holy will, and te 
long for the enjoyment of him in heaven. . 
Q. What fins are forbidden in the firſt com- 
mandment * 

A. All atheiſm, or denial of God's being, all 
ignorance and forgetſulneſs of his commands ; 
al) hypocrifie, and indifferency in his ſervice, 
and giving religious worſhip to any other being 
beſides God himſelf, 

Q. bo are they that offend againſt this com- 
mandment 2 

A. The church of Rome in giving that re- 
ligious worſhip to ſaints, and angels, and the 
Virgin Mary, which is only due to God him- 
ſelf contrary to the ſcripture, Rev, xix. x. 

Q. Which is the ſecond commandinent ? 

A. Thou ſhalt. not make to thyſelf, &c. 

Q M#ben do we tranuſgreſs this commandment ? 

A. When we make any image, picture, or 
repreſentation of God, when we worlhip any 
thing beſides God, and when we worſhip God 
after any other way, and manner, then we find 
preſcribed by him in his holy word. 

Q. What duties are required in the ſeccud com- 
mandment ? 

A. To worſhip God daily both wich my foo] 


and body, according to his will revealed in his 
word. 


C Q Jos 
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Q. Who are the breakers of the ſecond command- 
ner! 

A. All the papiſts, and too many proteſtants: 
firſt, the papiſts, who make pictures and images 
of che holy trinity, and then worſhip them, or 
worſhip before them, contrary to this command; 
which fays, © Thou ſhalt neither make any 
graven image, nor bow down to them, nor 
worſhip them.” Secondly, all ſu:h proteſtants 
as pretend to worſhip God with their ſ-uls and 
ſpirits, but deny him the adoration of their 
b..dies, and all others that give God the homage 
of their bodies, the tongue, the knee, but wi:h- 
hold from him the reverence and veneration of 
their hearts and ſouls, 

. Which ts the third commandment ? 

2. Thou ſhalt not ti ke the name, &c, 

. What duties are here required ? 

A. That 1 treat the name ut God, his attri- 
butes, and ordinance, his word, and works, 
with great reverence and regard ; both in my 
heart, ſpeech, and behaviour. 

Q. H hat fins are ferbi dden'in this command: 
ment! 


A. All undue thoughts ot the nature of God, 
all irreverent ule of the name and attributes of 
God ; eſpecially the taking of God's holy name 
into our mouths upon flight and trivial occaſions ; 

| Gying frequently, O Lord, or O God. 

. Who are the breakers of this commandment? 
A: All fuch as make raſh and unlawtul vows, 
Tuch as ſware unduly, and all ſuch as do not keep 
their 
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their vows, and perform the oaths and promiſes 


made religioufly to God, or their neighbour. 

Q_ Which is the fourth commandment ? 

A. Remember to keep holy, e. 

Q Wwhatis required of you by tis commandment? 

A, To remember the ſabbath before it comes, 
to ſanclifie it when it is come, and not to ſpend 
a part of the day, but the whole day in the pit» 
lic, private, and fecrec duties of God's worthip, 
and in acts of charity and mercy. 

Q. What fins are forbidden herein? 

A. All negiect of God's worſhip, in his houſe 


or in our oon; all bodily labour, and unneceſ- 
fary buſineſs, all ſports and recreations, it being 


a leſs ſm to plough, than to play upon the 


Lord's day. 


Q. Which is the fifth commandnent ? 

As Honour thy ſatger and thy mother, &c. 

Q. Whom underſtand you by Father and Mot her 

A. My natural parenr, or my Father that 
begat me, my polidcal and civil parent, or the 


magiltrate that rules over me ; my eccleſiaſtical 


p-r=nt, or the miniſter that initructs me, and my 
d,meltical parent, or the maſter of the family 


that provides for me. 


Hu do the parents for-mentioned, tr anf 


g , and violale this commandment ? 


A. Natural parents tranſgreſs the commard, 
when they do. not love and cherith, take care o 


and provide for their children, magiltrates Of! 


tend, hen they do nat puniſh eveil doers, ar d 
prot: ct and encyuurage them that do well. Mini- 
ners tranſgrels the command, when they do 
not Watch over the ſouls of their people, inſtruc 
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them by their dod rine, and direct them by their 
example: And family governors, when they 
provide not for their families ſuch things as are 
convenient, and are either unreaſonable in their 
commands, unmerciful in their correQions, un- 
godly or unrighteous in their converſations, 

Q. When is the fifth commandment broken, and* 
by whom # 

A. When {(1.) Children are diſobedient, or 
CilreſpeQFul to their parents, and are aſhamed of 
them becauſe of their poverty. (2.) When ſub- 
jects do cither privately plot, or openly rebel, or 
i-cretly murmur againſt their governors. ( 3.) 
When a people de either flight, and deſpiſe, re- 
ject, and ſorſake, or defraud, and worng their: 
lawful miniſters. Laſtly, when ſervants do diſ- 
obey the lawful comme nds cf their maſters, and 
publiſh their failings and mfirmites to the world. 
2. Rehearſe the fixth commandment ? 

A, T hou ſhalt not kill, 

Q. What doth this commandment require? 

A. All lawful means to preſcrve my own life 
and health, as alſo the liſe and health of my 
neighbour, | 

Q. !/bat means has. God af:pcinted for the pre- 
ſervation of your life and health ? 

A. A ſober and moderate uſe of meat, drink, 
phy ſick, fleep, lab ur, and recreation. 

Q. Whatelſe tends to that ends? 

A. The due government of my felf, by ſub- 
duing my paſſions, by moderating my anger, by; 
reſtrairing envy, and malicious revenge, and by. 
prefcrving in iny ſelf a chearfulneſs ot ſpirit, 
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. "What fins are forbiden in the fixth cam- | 

mandment ? | To 705 | 

A. The deftroying my own life by any ac | 

of violence, by intemperance, and exceſs, or by | 

neglecting any means for its preſervation; and i 

, alſo the hazarding the life of my neighbour, | 

| gpenly, or fecretly. Likewiſe by denying to | 

relieve him in his wants, when it is ia m g 

power to relieve him, | 

* Which is the ſeventh commandm:nt 2 

A, Thou fhalt not commit adultery. | 
Q. What duties doth the ſeventh commandinent 
require? | l 
A. Chaſtity in body and ſoul, in mind and 

affections, in ſpeech and behaviour. 

Q. What is neceſſary in order to the pręſerva- | 

lien of your chaſtity ? | N 

A. Watchſolneſs over all my fenſes, temper- 0 

| 


) 
4 
1 


ance in all my enjoyments, moderation in all | 
my recreations, keeping of good company, p 
ſhunning all occaſions of uncleaaneſs, and re- '| 
ſiſting the firſt temptations thereunto, | 

Q. What fins doth the ſeventh commandment 
forbid ? 

A. All unchaſt thoughts, words, and actions, 
particularly the groſs acts of fornication, and | 
7e. adultery, and all other acts of uncleanneſs; to- 

gether with all provocations thereunto. 
Q. Rebear/e the eight commandment ? 


42 A. Thou fhalt not ſteal. 
Y: Q. What is required in this commandment © 
T A. All diligence and induſtry in our callings, 


all truth and fidelity in our dealings; and if 
at any time, in any manner we have. wronged 
OT C3 others, 
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others, to reſtore what we have unjuſtly taken 
from them. | | 

va, What is forbidden in the eigbt commands. 
Ment 

A. All fteating of goods, and receiving: 
goods, which we know, or ſuſpeCt to be ſtolen ;. 
all fraudulent &gealing,. all falſe weights and: 
meaſures, all prodigality, and waſtful gaming. 

Q. Which is the ninth commandment * 

A. T hou. ſhalc not bear falſe witneſs, &c, 

Q. What doth this commandmeut. require-? 

A. A due regard to our own name and repu-- 
tation a great tenderneſs of our neighbours: 
good name, ard the maintaining ard promot-- 
ing truth between man and man, particularly. 
in witneſs bearing. | | 

Q. What is forbidden in the ninth commands- 
ment ? . 

A. Every thing that is injurious to our neigh- 
bours good name; particularly, flandering, 
barkbiting, tale-bearing, raſh cenſuring. and 
judging, receiving falſe reports, ſtopping our 
cars againſt juſt defence, and all undue ſilence, 
when truth, or innocency ſuffers. | 

« Which is the tenth commandment ? 

A. Thou ſhalt not cover, &<, - 

Q. What doth this commandment require? 

A. A full contentment with our outward 


condition, whatever it be, believing it to be 


beſt for us, becauſe the wiſdom of God has ap- 
pointed it unto us. | 
1s contentment then with our own eftate, all 
that this commandment requires of us ! 
A. No, but it requires a Charitable inclina- 
won, 
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tion, and compaſſionate diſpoſition towards our 
neighbour alſo, | 

Q. H bat is forbidden in the tenth command» 
went? 

A. All diſcontentment with our own con- 
dition, all envying, and grieving at the pro- 
ſperity of our neighbours, together with all in- 
ordinate affections towards any thing that is his. 


SECT I © N VI. 


Of the ſacraments; 


Q: VA THAT be proper ſenſe and fignifice- 
tion of the word ſacrament * 

A. It primarily ſignifies a ſolemn oath, taken 
by foldicrs, when they lift "themſelves under 
their general ;- and this oath was mutval, the 
general ſware to them, as well as they te him. 

Q. This word ſacrament is not found in ſcrip- 
ture ; why do you uſe it? 


A4. Tho! the werd be not, yet the thing in- 

tended by the word is found there; for in the 
ſacraments God obliges himſelf to us by cove- 
nant, and we bind ourſelves to him for perform- 


ing the condition. 


Q. What is a ſacrament? 


| A. An 
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A. An outward and viſible ſign of an inward 


and ſpiritual grace, inſtirured by Chriſt himſelf. 


Q. Which were the ſacraments under the od 
teſtament ! 


A. Circumciſion, and the paſſover. 

Q. hieb are the facraments wander the new 
teſtament ? 

A. Babtiſm, and the Lord's ſupper; 

Q. Are theſe jacraments generally neceſſary to 

ſalvation ? 

A. Yes, they are neceſſary, becauſe it is neceſ- 
ſary to ſalvation to obey the laws of Chriſt, and 
generally fo, that is, indiſpenſibly neceſſary, 
when, and where they can be bad, 

Q. If Chrift bas enly inſtituted two ſacraments 
in bis church, bow came the papiſts to talk of ſeven ? 

4. Becauſe the church of Rome hath pre- 
ſumptouſly ſuper-added five more, namely, 
confirmation, penance, - ordination, marriage, 
and extream unction, held by uſurping e 

Chriſt's prerogative. 

Q. bat is baptiſm ? 

A. An boly inſtitution of Chriſt for the bene- 
ft of believers, and their feed; wherein by 
waſhing, with water in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, is fignified the inward 
purification of the ſoul, by the blood and ſpirit 
of Chriſt. 

Q. What is the outward ien, or form in bap- 
? 

= Water, and nothing but water; and 

therefore it is a vile practice of papiſts to add 

oil, ſalt, and ſpittle, to water in baptiſm. 
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| ©. Was baptiſm by water to continue after the 
deſcent of the 2 Ghoſt ? 

A. Yes, and was uſed afrerwards, Acts x. 
47. and Chap. xi. 16. and is to continue to the 
end of the world. Matth. 29. Go teach and 


| baptize, and lo, I am with you always to the 


end of the world, 


Q MWhar do theſe werds imply? In the name of 
the Father, aud of the Sen, and of the Holy Ghoſh 

A, That the perſon is bapcized into the belief 
and obedience of the whole trinity. 

Q. Is it neceſſary to dip, or plunge the body 
under water, when a perſon is baptized ! 

A. Not at al}; for the word baprize, ſignifies 
to waſh, and: who can ſuppoſe that the jay lor, 
Acts 16. was carried forth in the night to a river, 
or pond, to be bapuzed by plunging. 

Q. Is baptiſm in infancy to be reiterated and 
nepeated, when @ perſon comes 10. riger years f 

A. By. no means, this being the ſacrament of 
our initiation or entrance into the viſible church, 
is, and ought to be but once performed. 

Q. Vls are to be baptized? 


A. Not only believers. but. their infant off» 


ſpring, who are taken into covenant with God, 
togecher with themſclves, Gen. xvii. 7. 10. 
Q. But infants are not able to perform covenant 


duties, keu then can 4 be capable of covenants- 
priviledges? 


A, They certainly are as capable at eight 
days old to be taken into. covenant with God 


under the goſpel, as they were at that age under 


the law ;, and it. is not reaſonable to 2 
k at 


& 
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that the priviledges of the goſpel are er N 
and narrower than thoſe of the law. 

Q. But baue we any expreſs command in the 
new teſtament for infant baptiſm ?! 

A, There needed none, beceuſe the priviled- 
ges of infants were ſettled under the old teſta- 
ment, and were never reverſed by Chriſt, or his 
-apcſtles; befides, tho* infants be not habied, 
yet they are included in Chriſts command to 
baptize all nations, Matth. xxviii. 19. Infants 
being a conſiderable part of all nations. 

Q. What is required ef perſeus to be baptized 

A. Repertance and faith. _ 

Q by then are infants paptizeda when by 
reaſen of their tender age they cannot repent « and 
believe! 

A. Becauſe they peomift to Sn. both, by heir 
ſureties, which promiſe when they come of age 
they are bound themſelves to perform. * 

Q). But many baptized in ix, anc); prove very 
bead afterwards? 

A. They da fo, and many baptized at age too 
duties therefore are not to be neglected, or to 
be meaſured by events; altho' the picaching of 
Chriſt be to ſome a ſtumbling block, yet mult 
he be preached for all that. 1 

Q_ What. thoughts bave you concerning the ne- 
ceſiiy, and Mc acy of this ardiuance of baptiſm? :, 

A. Altno' it oe a very great ſin to neglect 
this ordinance, when, and where 13 may be had, 
yet grace and ſalvation are not ſo inſeperably 
' annext unto it, as that no perſon can be Javed 
withe ut it, when it cannot be had according to 
that known ſaying of the ancients, non _— 
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ſed contemptus ſacramentorum damnat. Tis 
not the abſence and want, but the neglect and 
contempt of the ſacrament that damns. 


Q. Why was the ſacrament of the Lord's upper 
ordained? 


A. For the continual remembrance of the ſa- 
crifice of the death of Chriſt, and of the bene- 
fits which we receive thereby. 

Q. What are the benefits of Chriſt's death, 
which we are to remember in this ſacrament ? 

A. Dc&liverance from our ſins, and from all 
the evil effects, and bitter fruits of them; re- 
ception unto Gods favour here, and the hopes 
of heaven hereafter. 

Q. What is the outward part, or ſign of the 
Lerd's ſupt er? | 

A. Bread and wine, which the Lord bath 
commanded to be received. 


Q. IV bat do you learn from hence ? 


A. Two things, (1.) Phat the bread and 
wine continue in their natural ſubſtance, after 


conſecration, as well as before, and (2.) That 


we are to receive under both kinds, the cup as 
well as the bread, 


O, Are not bread and wine too poor aud meax 


things to repreſent the body and blood of Chr? 


A. Altho' a piece of bread, and a draught 
of wine, are things of ſmall value in themſelves, 
yet are they great in reſpect of their uſe and 
end, as a/peanyworth cf wax, applied to a deed 
may be advanced to a thouſand pound in values 
tho! inconſiderable in itſelf. 

Q. Whet doth the breaking of the bread, and 
ouring out of the wine fignifie ? 

* a A, The 
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A. The breaking of Chriſt's body, and the 
ſhedding of his blood upon the croſs for our re- 
demprion and falvation ? 
Q. What doth the giving, aud taking of the 
Sread and wine ſignifi f 2 5 
A. Theſe actions ſignifie God's exhibiting, 
and believers applying of Chriſt, and all his 
benefits to their own ſouls. 
QA bat is the inward part, or thing fignified ? 
A. The body and blood of Chriſt, which are 
verily, and indeed taken and received by the 
faithful; that is, they which have true faith do 
really partake of the fruits and benefits of 
Chriſt's death. 


O. Who are they that ought to come to the Lord's 
er? 

4 All that by baptiſm do make a proft ſſion 

of Chriſt, and whoſe converiation doth not give 

their profeiſion the lye. 

Q. What odligation do ſuch lie under to come 10 
the Lord's ſupper * 

A, A double obligation. (1.) In point of 
duty Chriſt's word commands it. (2+) In point 
of intereſt, our wants require it, 

Q bat kind of command have you to approach 
the Lord's table: 

A. The command of a Sovereign, the com- 
mand of a Saviour, the command of a dying 
Saviour, a command of love, an eaſie and de- 
lightful, an advantageous, and profitable com- 
mand ; fuch a command, as if we duly obſerve 
will enable us to keep all the commandments 
of Chriſt better. But withal, it is ſuch a com- 


mand, that if we will fully live in the * 
O 
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of, we cannot be called chriſtians, but ſhall be 
treated by Chriſt as enemies, and deſpiſers a 
his dying love. 

Q. A hat is it in the dzath of Chrifl, that * 0 
are calld upon to remember at his holy table ? 

A. The painfulnefs of his death, the meritori-- 
ouſneſs of his death, the voluntarineſs' of his 


dying, the acceptablenefs of his death to God, 


and the advantageouſneſs of his death to our 
felves, 


Q A/ter what manner ſhwld we remember the 
death of Chriſt at his holy table? 

A. Underitandingly, reverentially, forrowful- 
ly humbly, thankfully, obediently, and fre- 


quently. 


Q bat are the benefits whereof we are made 


pertakers thereby? 


A. The ſtrengthning and refreſhing of our 
ſouls by the body and blood of Carift, as our 
bodies are by the bread and wine, 


Q. by is is then. that ſo many turn-their backs 
upon this ordinance ? 

A. Some abltain, and keep away out of fear, 
and others out. of {lth ; z the guilt. of ſome 


men's conſciences glares them in the face, that. 


they dare not come at all, and others are not 


willing to take pains to prepare themſelves that 
they may come aright. 


Q: What preparation then is required of them: 


who come to the Lord's ſupper Þ 


A, To examine themſelves, whether they re- 


pent them truly of their former ſins, ſteadfaſtly 


purpoſing to lead a new life, to have a lively 
Dr baitly- 


es ttt et. 
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faith in God's mercy thro' Chriſt, with a thank-. 


ful remembrance of his death, and to be in 
charity with all men. 


QI then the danger of unprepared coming 18. 
danger which we are 10 


the Lord's table the only 
fear ? 


A. No, verily, but the danger of unworthy 
refuſing, is certainly as great as that of unworthy: 
receiving. For fins of omiſſion are no lets. 
damning, than fins of commiſſion; ſuch as made 


light of the marriage ſupper, eſcaped no better 


than he that eame withost the wedding gar- 
ment, both were puniſhed ; the one for his diſ- 


| obedience, the other for his diſreſpect. It is 
therefore beſt, and ſafeſt to follow St Paul's ad- 
vice, 1 Cor. xi. 28. Let a man examine him- 
ſelf, and fo let him eat of that bread, and drink 
of that eup.“ 
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